VISIT TO CANADA
We stayed the night at Quebec and the next morning walked about the town, which was very different from any we were to see afterwards. The population is mainly French-Canadian. French is the prevalent language : the buildings are old, picturesque and the streets tortuous. There is a Roman Catholic university. The inhabitants are mostly Roman Catholics, though many of them have Scotch names. They were at the time of our visit ardent admirers of Sir Wilfred Laurier, the Prime Minister, who was one of themselves, and they had very exalted ideas of his powers. A story current when we were there was that one of them had asked who would succeed King Edward, and when he was told it would be the Prince of Wales, said, " Why, has he such a pull on Laurier as all that ? "
In the afternoon we went to Montreal, and after staying a few hours there, started on our way to Winnipeg. Thanks to the kindness and hospitality of the Canadian Pacific Railway Company the journey was very enjoyable and interesting, and we arrived at Winnipeg without incident. The railway station at Winnipeg is one of the most cosmopolitan places in the world. It is the one on which the streams of immigrants from all countries in eastern Europe converge: Russians, Lithuanians and also Doukhobors, whom I had never heard of before ; they are a most industrious and well-behaved race, but it is part of their religion to walk in procession on one day in the year without any clothes. This makes a difficult problem for the local police to deal with. Very few of these immigrants know any English when they arrive and some of them do not seem to learn quickly. During our stay in Winnipeg the Mayor gave a dinner to some of the officials of the Association, and Sir William White and I set out to walk to his house, which we were told was quite 195